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vcri эн, Med eager fot batilo, would р anewer: at. onts 
— would negotiate directly with Poland (No. 75, pp. 128- 
181). 

On the 29th August the Prime Minister once more explained in the 
House of Commons the British standpoint (No. 77, pp. 181-185). 


Interview of August 29 between Sir N. Henderson and Herr Hitler, 
and German demand for the arrival of a Polish representative 
in Berlin by August 90. 


At 7-15 р.м. да the 20th, леген Bie N. Henderson received from 
Herr Hitler the German answer that the German Government was 
prepared to accept the British proposal for direct German-Polish 
negotiations, but counted оп the arrival of a Polish plenipotentiary by 
the 30th August (No. 78, pp. 185-187). The British Ambassador 
remarked that the latter demand ** sounded like an ultimatum,'" but, 
after some heated remarks, both Herr Hitler and Herr von Ribbentrop 
assured the Ambassador “that it was only intended to stress the 
urgency of the moment '' (No. 79, р. 188). The interview was “of а 
stormy character." Sir М, Байнгын thought that Herr Hitler 
эээ оп the 28th August (No. 80, 
рр. 188-189). 

At 4 a.m. on the 30th August Sir М. ээ instructions - 
from His Majesty’s Government, informed the German Government 
that it would be ‘‘ unreasonable to expect the British Government 
to produce a Polish representative in Berlin '' by ugust, and 
that “‘the German Government must not expect this” (Nos, 81 
and 82, pp. 189—140). 


ge of correspondence between His Majesty's Government and 
the Polish Government on August 90. 


Sir H. Kennard also reported his opinion that the Polish Govern- 
ment could not be induced to send a representative immediately to 
Berlin to discuss a settlement on the basis proposed by Herr Hitler. 

"^ They would certainly sooner fight and perish rather than submit to 
such humiliation, especially after the examples of Czecho-Blovakia, 
Lithuania and Austria’’ (No. 84, рр. 140-141). On this same day 
the Polish Government gave their assurance, in reply to advice e 
Viscount Halifax, to avoid any kind of provocation (No. 85, p. 141), 
that they had no intention of provoking any incidents, in spite of the 
xa, ee Sn жә t more and more 
intolerable '' (No. 86, p. 141). 


Exchange of correspondence between the British and German 
Governments with regard to the opening of direct German- 
Polish negotiations (August 80). 

At 2°45 р.м. and again at 5°30 р.м. on the 30th Angust His 

Majesty's: Government instructed Sir-N. Henderson to inform the 
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Gerninn Government of the representations which the British Govern- 
ment had made in Warsaw for the avoidance of all frontier incidents 
and urged the German Government to reciprocate (Nos. 88 and 87, 
pp. 140 and 142). They repeated at 6:50 p.m., in view of the 
German insistence on the point, that it was ‘‘ wholly unreasonable" 
for the German Government to insist upon the arrival in Berlin of 
a Polish representative with full powers to receive German proposals, 
and that they could not advise the Polish Government in this sense. 
They suggested the normal procedure of giving the” Polish Ambas- 
sador the German proposals for transmission to Warsaw (No. 88. 
p. 142). 

At midnight on the 30th-81st August Sir N. Henderson handed 
tO Herr von Ribbentrop the full British reply to the German letter 
of the 29th August (No. 78, pp. 135-197). The reply noted the 
German Government's acceptance of the British proposal for direct 
German-Polish discussions, and of the ''position of His Majesty's : 
Government as to Poland's vital interests and independence." The 
reply also noted that the German Government accepted '' in prineiple 
the condition that any settlement should be made the subject of an 
international guarantee," His Majesty's Government stated that 
they were informing the Polish Government of the German Govern- 
ment’s reply, “Тһе method of contact and arrangéments for 

i ions must obviously be agreed with all urgency between the 
German and Polish Governments, but in His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment’s view it would be impracticable to establish contact so early 
as to-day (і.е., the ЗО August) (No. 89, рр. 142-143). 

The British reply was also telegraphed to the Polish Government, 
and Viscount Halifax hoped that '' provided the method and general 
arrangement for discussions can be satisfactorily agreed,” the Polish 
Government, which had authorised His Majesty's Government to say 
that they were prepared to enter into direct discussions, would be 
ready to do so without delay (No. 90, pp. 144-145). 

In his interview at midnight the 8001-8185 August with Herr von 
Ribbentrop, Sir N. Henderson suggested that the German Govern- 
ment should adopt the normal procedure of making contact with the 
Polish Government, i.e., that when the German proposals were ready 
the Polish Ambassador should be invited to cal] and to receive these 
proposals ''for transmission to his Government with a view to the 
immediate opening of negotiations.” 

“ Herr von Ribbentrop's reply was to produce a lengthy document 
which he read out in German aloud at top-speed." When His 
Majesty’s Ambassador asked for the text of the proposals in the 
document, he was told that it мав “ пож. (оо late,’’ as a Polish 
representative had по! arrived in Berlin by midnight (the 80- 
Sist August), Sir N. Henderson described this procedure as an 
“ ultimatum,’ in spite of the assurances previously given by the 
German Government. He asked why Herr, von Ribbentrop could 
not adopt the normal procedure, give him a copy of the proposals, 
and ask the Polish Ambassador to call on him (Herr von Ribbentrop) 








( xxiii) 
to receive them. ‘‘In the most violent terms Herr von Ribbentrop 
said that he would never ask the Polish Ambassador to visit him," 
though he hinted that it might be different if the Polish Ambassador 
asked for an interview (No. 92, pp. 145-146). 


Exchange of correspondence between the British and Polish Govern- 
ments on August $1 with regard to direct negotiations. 


On hearing of the reply of His Majesty’s Government to the 
German Government (No. 89, pp- 142-148) on the subject of direct 
German-Polish negotiations, M. Beck said that he. would do “* every- 
thing possible to facilitate the efforts of His Majesty's Government." 
He promised the *' considered reply of his Government ” by midday 
on the 31st August (No. 98, pp. 146-147). Later on the 3186 August 
Viscount Halifax advised the Polish Government immediately to 
inatruct the Polish Ambassador in Berlin to say that he was ready 
to transmit to his Government any proposals made by the German 
‘overnment so that they (the Polish Government) “ may at once 
consider them and make suggestions for early discussions '' 
(No. 95, p. 147). 

At 6:30 р.м. on the 81st August Sir H. Kennard communicated 
to London the formal Polish confirmation of the readiness of the 
Polish Government to enter into direct discussions with the German 
Government on the basis proposed by Great Britain (No. 97, pp. 148- 
149), M. Beck said that “he would now instruct M. Lipski [Polish 
Ambassador in Berlin] to seek an interview either with the (German) 
Minister for Foreign Affairs or the State Secretary” in order to 
establish contact for the initiation of direct discussions, but that the 
Polish Ambassador would not be authorised to receive a document 
containing the German proposals, since, *' in view ofl past experience, 
it might be accompanied by some sort of ultimatum.'’ In M. Beck's 
view “it was essential that contact should be made, in the first 
instance," for the discussion of details. ‘‘ as to where, with whom, 
and on what basis negotiations should be commenced " (No. 96, 
p. 148). 


German proposals for German-Polish settlement, presented to the 
British Ambassador in Berlin at 9:15 p.m. on August 81, and 
German invasion of Poland on September 1. 


lt was not until 9-15 РМ. on the 3186 August that the Germeu 
Government gave Sir N. Henderson a copy of their proposals, which 
had been read to him so rapidly by Herr von Ribbentrop on the 
previous night. The German Government stated that the note 
contained the sixteen pointe of their proposed settlement, but that, өв 
the Polish plenipotentiary, with powers “ not only to diseuss but to 
conduct and conclude negoliations, " had not arrived in Berlin, they 
regarded (һең proposals as “10 all intents and purposes 
rejected ” (No. 98, pp. 149-153), At 11 р.м. Viscount Halifax 
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jelephoned instructions to Sir N. Henderson to inform the German 
Government that the Polish Government were taking steps to 
establish contact with them through the Polish Ambassador in Berlin 
(No. 99, p. 158). At 9 р.м. British summer time the German Govern- 
ment had, however, broadcast their proposals together with the 
statement that they regarded them as having been rejected. They 
had, however, never been communicated to the Polish Government 
and all means of communication between the Polish Ambassador in 
Berlin and the Polish Government had been cut off. 

As а final attempt to meet the German demands, Viscount Halifax 
telegraphed to Sir H. Kennard in the night of the Sist August- 
Jst September his view that the Polish Ambassador in Berlin might 
receive a doeument for transmission to his Government and might 
say that ‘‘ (а) if it contained anything like an ultimatum, the Polish 
Government would certainly be unable to discuss on such в basis; 
and (b) that, in any case, in the view of the Polish Government, 
questions as to the venue of the negotiations, the basis on which they 
should be held, and the persons to take part in them, must be 
discussed and decided between the two Governments " (No. 100, 
р. 154). 

In. answer to this telegram, Sir H. Kennard replied on the 
1st September that М. Lipski ‘* had already called on the German ' 
Foreign Minister at 6-80 p.m.” on the Sist August. “ In view of this 
fact, which was followed by the German invasion of Poland at dawn 
to-day (1st September), it was clearly useless for me to take the 
action suggested ” (No. 101, p. 155). 

These facts were announced to the House of Commons by the 
Prime Minister on the 1st September (No. 105, рр. 157-161). A 
further ‘‘explanatory note, upon the aetual course of events,” 
reprinted from White Paper (Misc. No, 8 (1989), Ста. 6102) _ 
(Мо. 104, p. 156) should be read in connexion with Herr Hitler's | 
version of events as given in his speech ог ће Ist September to the 
Reichstag (No. 106, pp. 161-166) and in, his proclamation to the - 
German army (No. 107, p. 166). 


Reunion of Danzig with the Reich (September 1). 


On the 1st September Herr Forster announced in & proclamation 
to the people of Danzig the reunion of Danzig with the Reich. He | 
telegraphed art account of his action to Herr ‘Hitler, who replied at — 
once accepting the reunion and ratifying the so-called legal act by | 
which it was brought about (No. 108, рр. 166-167). 


Action taken by His Majesty's Government after the receipt of news | 
of the German attack on Poland (September 1-8). 


On the Ist September, after His Majesty's Government had |. 


received news of the German invasion of Poland, Viscount Halifax _ 
instructed Sir N. Henderson to inform the German Government that — 
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the Governments of the United Kingdom and France considered that 
the German action had “‘ created conditions (viz., an aggressive act 
of force against Poland threatening the independence of Poland) 
which call for the implementation by the Governments of the United 
Kingdom and France of the undertaking to Poland to come to her 
assistance." Unless the German Government suspended all aggres- 
sive action against Poland, and promptly withdrew their forees from 
Polish territory, His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom 
would ‘‘ without hesitation fulfil their obligations to Poland." 
Sir N. Henderson was authorised to explain, if asked, thet this 
communication was “in the nature of a warning,” and was '' not to 
be considered as an ultimatum,” but Viscount Halifax added, for 
Sir N. Henderson's own information, that, ‘‘if the German reply is 
unsatisfactory, the next stage will be either an ultimatam with time- 
limit or an immediate declaration of war'' (Nos, 109 end. 110, 
p. 168). 

On the night of the 1st-2nd September Sir М. Henderson 
reported that he had made the necessary communication to 
Herr von Ribbentrop at 9:80 р.м. and had asked for an immediate 
answer. Herr von Ribbentrop replied’ that he would submit the 
communication to Herr Hitler (No. 111, p. 169). Meanwhile, on 
the 1st September, the Polish Government announced to His 
Majesty's Government that, although the Polish Ambassador in 
Berlin had seen Herr von Ribbentrop at 6:90 р.м. on the 3186 August, 
and had expressed the readiness of the Polish Government to enter 
into direct negotiations, Polish territory had been invaded, and the 
Polish Government had therefore been compelled to break off relations 
with Germany (No. 112, pp. 169-170) (see also Nos. 118 and 115, 
рр. 170-172). At 10-50 a.m. on the Ist September Viscount Halifax 
sent for the German Chargé d’ Affaires in London, drew his attention 
to the reports which had reached His Majesty’s Government ebout 
German action against Poland and informed him that these reports 
*'ereated а very serious situation ’’ (No. 114, p. 171). | 

The Prime Minister on the 2nd September made a statement in 
the House of Commons, in the course of which he said that no 
answer had been received to the message sent to the German Govern- 
ment on the 1st September, requesting the cessation of German 
aggression and the withdrawal of German troops from Poland. The 
Prime Minister also informed the House of proposals put forward by 
the Italian Government for-a cessation of hostilities, but made it 
clear that His Majesty's Government could not take part in any 
conference unless German aggression ceased and German troops were : 
withdrawn from Poland (No. 116, рр. 172-174). At 5 Ам. on the 
8rd September Sir №, Henderson was instructed to ask for an inter- 
view at 9 a.m. with Herr von Ribbentrop and to inform him that, 
although His Majesty's Government had warned the German Govern- 
ment of the results which-would follow if Germany did not suspend 
all aggressive action against Poland, no answer had been received 
from the German Government. His Majesty's Government therefore 
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stated that unless satisfactory assurances were received from the 
German Government not later than 11 л.м. а state of war would exist 
between the United Kingdom and Germany (No. 118, p. 175). 

At 11°20 a.m. on the Srd September the German Government 
replied with a statement of their case, concluding with the suggestion 
that His Majesty's Government desired the destruction of the German 
people, and with the words ‘“ we shall answer any aggressive action on 
the part of England with the same weapons and in the same form ~ 
(No. 119, pp. 175-178). Shortly afterwards the Prime Minister 
announced in the House of Commons that Great Britain was at war 
with Germany (No. 190. pp. 178-179). This section of the documents 
concludes with Herr Hitler's proclamations of the 3rd September to 
the German people and to the German army (No. 121, pp. 179—181). 


Attempts at mediation by other States. 


Тһе fall text is given of the exehange of messages between the 
President of the United States of America and His Majesty the King 
of Italy (Nos. 122 and 128, рр. 181-182); the President of the 
United States of America and’ the President of Poland; and the 
messages of the President of the United States of America to 
Herr Hitler (Nos. 124-127, pp. 182-185); the broadcast appeal of 
the 28rd August by His Majesty the King of the Belgians in the 
name of the Heads of States of the Oslo Group of Powers and the 
replies (Nos. 198-198, рр. 185-188); the joint offer of mediation by 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians, and Her Majesty the Queen 
of the Netherlands and the replies (Nos. 184-198, рр. 188-190); the 
broadcast appeal of the 24th Angust by His Holiness the Pope with 
the reply of His Majesty's Government and telegrams describing a 
last peace attempt by the Pope on the 31st August, together with His 
Majesty’s Government's reaction, are also given in fall (Nos. 189-142, 
pp. 190-199). 

A communiqué issued by the official Italian Stefani news agency 
on the 4th September recording the efforts made by the Italian | 
Government to maintain peace is published as the last document in 
this chapter (No. 148. pp. 193-194). 
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The final Document (No, 144. pp. 194-195) is the Prime | 
Minister's brosdeast.of the 4th September, 1939, to the German — 
People. 1 
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